CHAPTER  XIV

THE   OPEX   DOOR

THE United States arrived in the Orient at a mo-
ment of high excitement. Russia was consolidat-
ing the advance of two centuries by the building of
the trans-Siberian railroad, and was looking eagerly
for a port in the sun, to supplement winter-bound
Vladivostok. Great Britain still regarded Russia
as the great enemy and, pursuing her policy of
placing buffer states between her territories and her
enemies, was keenly interested in preventing any
encroachment southward which might bring the
Russian bear nearer India. France, Russia's ally,
possessed Indo-China, which was growing at the
expense of Siam and which might grow north-
wards into China. Germany saw in eastern Asia
the richest prize remaining in the world not yet
possessed by her rivals, and it was for this that
she was seeking power in the Pacific. Having
missed the Philippines, she quickly secured Samoa
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